
Snapshots in Acts: The Power of the Spirit in the Life of a Believer 

Homework Week 8: Timothy ~ The Fellow Worker 

Though we don’t see him prominently in Acts, we know from the Apostle Paul’s letters that a young man 

named Timothy played a prominent role in his own ministry. Since a large chunk of the book of Acts 

documents Paul’s various missionary journey it seems appropriate to look into the life of this faithful and 

trustworthy fellow-worker for the gospel. 

Day 1: As always it is a good idea to begin with looking at what we can know about a person from the pages 

of Scripture. Read Acts 16:1-4. List everything you learn about Timothy. 

 Using an exhaustive (complete) concordance, see if you can find which letters Paul wrote wherein 

Timothy was either accompanying Paul when he wrote them or was given particular mention by 

Paul. Record any observations you make from looking up these references. 

Day 2: Yesterday we learned that when Paul wanted to take Timothy, whose mother was Jewish, but whose 

father was a Greek, he circumcised Timothy before they set out to take decrees from the apostles.  Didn’t we 

learn last week that this was the issue that drove a wedge between Peter and Paul? How so? 

 Go back in Acts to chapter fifteen. Read Acts 15:1-29. What light does this shed on the issue? 

Summarize these verses. 

 Now, this being the case, and with what you remember about anything we have learned before, why 

would Paul circumcise Timothy before they went out with letters that clearly released the Gentiles 

from any obligation they might have felt to be circumcised? 

 Now read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 and Romans 2:17-29. How do these passages inform our thoughts 

on Paul’s actions? Why might some Jews take exception to hearing the gospel from someone who is 

not circumcised? In light of all this, do you think Paul was right to circumcise Timothy? 

Day 3: Read the following verse from the book of 1Timothy: 1:3-5, 18; 3:14-15; all of chapter 4; 5:21-23; 6:1-

14, 20-21. Record your insights. 

 What instructions does Paul give Timothy? What are some of his concerns for Timothy?  

 Glance through Acts 19. What were some of the activities going on in Ephesus? In light of 

Timothy’s presence in Ephesus when Paul wrote this first epistle to his protégé, what further insight 

did you gain about Paul’s concerns? 
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Day 4: Read the following verses from the book of 2 Timothy: 1:1-9; 13 & 14; 2:1-16; 23 & 24; all of chapter 

3; 4:1-5. Record your insights. 

 Do you remember where we saw Paul last in the book of Acts? If not, refresh your memory in Acts 

28:30. This was Paul’s first Roman imprisonment. From extra-biblical history we learn that Paul was 

released for a time but then imprisoned again. It was during this second imprisonment that Paul 

began to deteriorate physically. When he wrote his second letter to Timothy, it was clear that he felt 

his death was imminent. Why were the things he wrote to Timothy so important?  

Day 5: Spend your time today looking up other verses where Timothy is mentioned and record your insights. 

From the two letters Paul writes to this young man, what have you observed about their relationship? What is 

it about Timothy that Paul singles him out as a disciple? How do you see the Spirit at work in the life of 

Timothy?  

 Do you have a Paul or Timothy in your life? What would you say to them in a letter at the end of 

your life? Journal ~ your thoughts or the letter.   
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