
Snapshots in Acts: The Power of the Spirit in the Life of a Believer 

Homework Week 5: Philip ~ the Evangelist 

 

Last week we asked the question “Can a table waiter, a deacon who administers the resources of a 

body of believers, neglect the word of God in order to fulfill his/her service?” This week we will see 

a deacon who was also called an evangelist. An evangelist by their very nature and definition is one 

who shares the good news of God‟s word, the gospel. We are all called in some measure to share 

this good news by making disciples of Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:19-20) but only some are called as 

evangelists (Ephesians 4:11,) a vocation dedicated to preaching the gospel to unbelievers.  

Day 1: Re-read Acts 6:5 where we were introduced to Stephen last week. 

 Note that Philip was also listed among these men. What were the qualifications again from 

verse 3? Now read Acts 21:7-9 to gain more insight into Philip‟s life. Record your 

observations. Who was Philip traveling with in Acts 21? You will need to read on to discern 

this information. 

 Philip was called an evangelist. The word in the Greek (Strong‟s #2099) is euaggelistou ~ 

„eu‟ meaning good, and „aggello‟ – to proclaim. An evangelist then is one who proclaims the 

good news. Let‟s look at some verses that shed more light on what it means to be an 

evangelist. 

o Read Ephesians 4:7, 11-13. What do these verses indicate about the role of an 

evangelist in the body of Christ? What is the purpose behind what an evangelist 

does? 

o How do you think evangelism – proclaiming the good news of the gospel – helps 

people attain unity and become mature in Christ?  

o Read 2 Timothy 4:1-5. What is the charge the apostle Paul is giving to Timothy, his 

son in the faith? Why is Paul concerned that Timothy be diligent in proclaiming the 

good news of God‟s word? 

Day 2: Read the passage below. Circle the word „gospel‟ wherever it appears. Put a box around the 

word „that.‟ Make two lists – one that list everything Paul said about the gospel then list all of the 

„that‟ statements in the order in which they appear: 

1 Corinthians 15:1–8 (NASB95)  

The Fact of Christ’s Resurrection  

 1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you 

received, in which also you stand,  
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 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you 

believed in vain.  

 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures,  

 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  

 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  

 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain 

until now, but some have fallen asleep;  

 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;  

 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also.  

 What did Paul say was the effect of the Corinthians having heard the gospel he preached? 

 Considering the „that‟ statements Paul made, we can discern two of the major components of 

the gospel ~ the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. What supporting evidence did Paul 

give for these events? In other words ~ how do we know He died? How do we know He‟s 

alive? 

o Remember the verses we looked up during our homework on the Holy Spirit and 

witnessing… Acts 2:32, 3:15, 5:30-32, 10:39-41, 13:31 

o Of what were the apostles (and us) to be witnesses? 

o How does understanding the 1 Corinthians passage help us become better witnesses 

and possible evangelists for Christ? 

Day 3: Read Acts 8:2, 4-8 

 Where did Philip go to proclaim Christ? What do you know about this area and its people? 

 How did these people respond to Philip? What do we see that Philip had in common with 

Stephen in this passage? What was the result of what Philip did for some of the people? 

 Now read Acts 4:9-13. Who are we introduced to here? What was he doing? How did he 

respond to Philip‟s message? What else fascinated him about Philip? Why do you think he 

was so fascinated? 

 What seems to be the difference between what Philip was doing and what Simon Magus, the 

magician, was doing? 

Day 4: Read Acts 8:14-24 

 Why did the apostles send Peter and John to Samaria? We don‟t know why Philip was not  
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able to lay hands on the Samaritans so they would receive the Holy Spirit, but we do know 

that Peter and John stepped in to fill this role. You may remember this as one of the stories 

where Peter gave an effective rebuke. Why did Peter rebuke Simon Magus? 

 

 What can we glean from this account about the sincerity of Simon‟s confession of faith? Do 

you think this means Philip failed as an evangelist? Why or why not? 

Day 5: Read Acts 8:25-40. Who went back to Jerusalem, preaching in the Samaritan villages as they 

went? Where did Philip go? Why? 

 Whom did he encounter on this road? Why might this have been unusual?  What seemed 

unusual about the directions the Holy Spirit gave Philip about joining the caravan? 

 What was this person doing while journeying along the road? While it may seem unusual 

that an Ethopian, who was unrelated to the Jews, would have an interest in Old Testament 

prophecy, we need to remember the relationship between King Solomon and the Queen of 

Sheba. What did Philip ask the eunuch about what he was reading? What was his response? 

 What happened next? In what did Philip‟s preaching result? How did this experience differ 

from that of Philip‟s contact with Simon Magus? 

 What happened to Philip as his encounter with the eunuch came to a close? What does this 

suggest about the role of an evangelist in a person‟s life? 

 Where did Philip go next? Revisit Acts 21:8. Where was Philip‟s house? As we understand 

that Philip had been traveling with Paul and Luke just prior to learning where his „home 

base‟ was, what else can we infer about the life of an evangelist? 

 Spend a few minutes journaling a summary of what God has shown you through the life of 

Philip this week. Is there any personal application you can make? Are you gifted in the area 

of evangelism? What might be a next step you can take to exercise your gifting?  

 If you are not gifted in the area of evangelism, what is your responsibility to the gospel? 

How then are you to be a witness of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ? If you are 

unsure, spend some time asking God for wisdom.  
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