
Snapshots in Acts: The Power of the Holy Spirit in the Life of a Believer 

Homework Week 6: Paul ~ The Least of the Apostles 

Throughout our study we have gotten glimpses of the life of a man who went from being a persecutor of 

Christians to the most prolific writer of the New Testament ~ an apostle, one “untimely born,” whose impact 

on the kingdom of God has transcended the ages. Saul, the persecutor, who was responsible for the lost lives 

of early believers, was powerfully transformed by the Holy Spirit and became Paul, the apostle, a bond-

servant of the Lord Jesus Christ whose calling to bring the gospel to the Gentiles cost him his very own life. 

Day 1: Read Acts 7:58-8:4 

 Remembering that this is the first glimpse of Saul, the persecutor, describe his role in the stoning of 

the martyr, Stephen. 

 In verse 3, we see what seemed to be a hands-off approval of stoning a man to death becomes a 

hands-on involvement in persecution. What did Saul begin to do? Now read Acts 9:1 & 2. How did 

Saul’s behavior escalate? 

 With just this small amount of information about, and thinking back to the speech Stephen made just 

before he was stoned, an act to which Saul gave his hearty approval, why do you think Saul was so 

bent on bringing Christians (members of The Way) to Jerusalem? 

 Read Acts 9:3-8. Instead of making his way to Damascus as he had planned, he experienced a divine 

intervention. What happened to Saul? 

 Although we all have some type of encounter with Jesus when we come to faith, why was Saul’s 

moment so profound? 

 Saul cried out, “Who art Thou, Lord?” Spend as much time as you need to describe the moment 

when you realized that you needed a Savior. What was your life like before Christ? What caused you 

to recognize Jesus as Lord of your life? How did that change you? Thank Him for the blessing of 

your salvation. If you have never trusted in Jesus as Lord, take time now to ask Him what He would 

have you do.  

Day 2: Yesterday we saw that Saul had to be led to Damascus by the hand. Why? 

 Read Acts 9:9-19. What was Saul’s state of mind and health during his first few days in Damascus? 

Not only was he not persecuting Christians with the fervor he had set out on, he seemed to be a 

mental and physical wreck!  

 Here we are introduced to a “certain disciple” Ananais who is given instruction from the Lord. I 

think it’s important to note here that the Lord has appeared frequently in our last few snapshots. 

Why do you think He has made these appearances? 

 What did Jesus ask Ananais to do? Why did Ananais object? 

 Read carefully verses 15 & 16. What was Jesus’ plan for Saul?  

 What did Ananais do next? How did Saul react to the ministry of Ananais? 

 Now read Acts 9:20. What did Saul begin to do after his time with the disciples at Damascus? How 

does that relate to what Jesus told Ananais about His plan for Saul? 
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 Do you have a sense of God’s call on your life? Is there something you know that Jesus would have 

you do for the kingdom? If so, what? Have you ever stepped out in faith to do the thing you think 

you are called to do? Why or why not? 

 Although he was immediately obedient, Saul might have had reason to hesitate when it came to 

proclaiming Jesus in the synagogues. What reason would he have had to hold back? What was the 

response of the people when he began to name Jesus as the Son of God (verse 21?) 

 Read verses 22-25. How does this relate to verses 15 & 16? 

 Read Acts 9:26-30. We saw much of this account in our snapshot of Barnabas. Recall what Barnabas’ 

encouragement meant to Saul’s acceptance by the apostles. Why did they initially reject Saul? 

Day 3: In Acts 13 we see that Saul was called Paul by the apostles. Today we want to look at Paul’s 

perspective of Christ’s calling on his life. Read as many as you can of the first verse in each of Paul’s epistles 

he wrote to the various early churches. (Starting in Romans continue through each book of the New 

Testament ending with Philemon ~ these are all of the books officially credited to the apostle Paul.) Take 

note of how Paul describes himself and how he views his responsibility to his calling. What does he say about 

himself and what he has been called to do? 

 How does this relate to Acts 9:15-16? I realize this is the third time we have covered these verses but 

they are very important! Do you see why? 

 Now pay close attention to verse 16. Jesus told Ananais that Paul must suffer for His name’s sake. 

Why do you think Jesus decided on this fate for Paul? 

 Use a concordance to look up what Paul says about suffering/sufferings in his letters. Be as thorough 

as possible in the time you have left today. What was his attitude toward Christ’s call on his life to 

suffer for His name’s sake? What is Paul’s example to us in this? How does the way he describes 

himself to the churches relate to his attitude?  

 Now I’m going to meddle a little in your thought life…how do you view suffering for the sake of the 

gospel? Are you willing to feel discomfort, mistreatment, even persecution for your faith? Why or 

why not? Be honest before the Lord. Tell him how you feel about the possibility that standing for 

your faith and being a witness of Him could require endurance of these things. Ask Him to search 

your heart. Journal how God has directed your thoughts today. What has been on your mind so far 

during our study in Acts? 

Day 4: There are many snapshots we can take of the apostle Paul from Acts. He traveled extensively taking 

the gospel throughout the regions around the Mediterranean Sea. Many years of his life were spent going to 

and fro, often experiencing persecution much like he had undertaken in the persecution of believers. More 

than once he was brought before a council of religious leaders to defend himself and the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. On one such occasion he gave his testimony before the council in Jerusalem. Read Acts 21:10-30. 

What was Paul being accused of by the Jews? What is the irony of this accusation?  

 Read Acts 21:31-40. What special consideration did Paul receive from the commander of the Roman 

cohort in Jerusalem? Why did he receive it? 
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 Read Paul’s own version of his testimony in Acts 22:1-21. What additional insight do you gain about 

Paul by hearing his testimony from his own mouth? Remember the requirements for apostleship in 

Acts 2? How does Paul’s experience qualify him for apostleship? 

 From this time (56 A.D.) on, Paul is imprisoned constantly for 8 years with the exception of one year 

(62 A.D.) when he was released, spent time in Macedonia and Crete, he also possibly made a trip to 

Spain. During his imprisonment he went from Jerusalem to Caesarea and eventually to Rome. 

Although he had been accused by the Jews, Jerusalem was under Roman control at the time. As a 

Roman citizen, Paul had the right to appeal to Caesar for any charges brought against him. Paul had 

longed to take the gospel to Rome but had been prevented thus far. I’m not sure he pictured being 

ferreted off to Rome in this way. What insight does Romans 1:13-15; 15:20-25 bring to light in Paul’s 

desire to go to Rome?  

 Read Acts 28:15-31. How do these events fulfill Paul’s desire to reach the church at Rome? How 

long was Paul there? Under what conditions? How did he spend his time there?  

Day 5: Knowing that he would soon die for the gospel he loved so much, Paul wrote one last letter to his 

protégé Timothy. If you did not do so on Day 3, record any observations on suffering from the book of 2 

Timothy. At the end of his life, some 30 years after his conversion, what is Paul’s attitude on suffering?  

 Continue reading through 2 Timothy. What does Paul seem to be doing for Timothy in this letter? 

To what is he calling him?  

 We will hear more about Timothy in a couple of weeks. But some of the last words Paul gives to this 

young man have to do with not being ashamed to suffer for the gospel. What points does Paul make 

regarding this topic? 

 Why might Paul have reason to be ashamed of suffering for the gospel? What reason does he give 

for not being ashamed? 

 Read Romans 1:16-17. Paul, the apostle first appeared to us in Scripture as Saul, the persecutor. 

Through the transforming work of the Holy Spirit, God redeemed him such that the very gospel he 

had once rejected became his life’s work. According to Romans 1:16, why was Paul not ashamed of 

the gospel? How had he personally experienced this truth? 

 The word power in Romans 1:16 is the same word for power we saw in our lesson on the Holy Spirit 

in the beginning of our study. Refer to your notes and consider how Acts 1:8 and Romans 1:16 work 

together.  

 What did God speak to you personally through our study of Paul? Considering ALL that we have 

learned over the past few weeks, what do you think God would have you do with this knowledge? Is 

there some way that His word is transforming you? Talk to God about it. Tell Him what you are 

thinking and feeling about this time in your life. 

Now I just want to take a moment to tell you how proud I am of you that you have made it this far in our 

class! You are doing amazing work ~ your diligence to your homework blesses me beyond what I ever 

imagined. Just think what it must do for our Lord!  
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