
Snapshots in Acts: The Power of the Spirit in the Life of a Believer 

Homework: Luke and others ~ The Disciples 

There are a smattering of people named in the book of Acts who seemingly play bit parts in the overall 

scheme of this historical account of the early church. Make no mistake though that the Holy Spirit was at 

work in them just as mightily to fulfill their roles as they supported and encouraged the major players. This 

week we are going to take a look at their contributions. As we dig a little into their lives, let’s consider how 

the Holy Spirit is at work in each one of us to carry out our part in the work of the kingdom through the 

Church. 

 

Day 1: Luke ~ the beloved physician. Although he appears only 3 times by name Luke contribution is 

obviously huge as he is credited with writing not only the gospel named after him, but also the very book we 

have been studying this fall. Look up the verses where Luke is mentioned by name and record your insights: 

 Colossians 4:14 

 2 Timothy 4:11 (Also read 2 Timothy 1:15 to understand the import of this statement) 

 Philemon 1:24 (read also verse 23 to get an idea of where Paul was at this time.) 

From what Paul has written about Luke in these three passages, what role do you think Luke was serving at 

these times? 

Now let’s look at where Luke alludes to himself in the telling of the stories of others: 

 Read Acts 21:1-19. Up until this point, Luke’s account in Acts has been a narrative of the actions of 

others. What shift does Luke make here that personalizes the story? How does this relate to what we 

read in some of Paul’s letters?  

If you have access to a Bible dictionary, look up anything else you can glean about Luke. Using what little we 

know from Scripture, and any additional information you gather, explain how the Holy Spirit was at work in 

Luke to make an impact on the kingdom of God. 

Day 2: Priscilla and Aquila ~ Paul’s Fellow Workers 

Read Acts 18. List what you can discern about who these two were. Where were they when they met Paul? 

Where did he take them? What did he do with them when he left there? What was their contribution to Paul’s 

ministry?  

Read also: (note that Prisca is a shortened version of Priscilla) 

 Romans 16:3-5  

 1 Corinthians 16:19 

 2 Timothy 4:19 
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What more do you learn about this couples’ ministry to Paul? 

Read as much as you can of the letter that Paul wrote to the Ephesian church. Considering that this letter was 

written to people that Priscilla and Aquila would have been ministering alongside, and remembering what we 

learned in class this past week about Ephesus, what seemed to be the challenges they faced as they served the 

church? What sense do you get when you read how Paul felt about this couple in terms of their commitment 

to ministry? How might the presence of the Holy Spirit have been at work in them? 

 

Day 3: Silas ~ The Singing Saint 

Read Acts 15:22-41. Who was Silas? What was his first involvement (that we know of) with the early church? 

Why did the apostles choose him to go out on this mission? What was Silas’ role in the dispute between Paul 

and Barnabas? 

Read Acts 16:16-34. Summarize this account. We’ve heard of several accounts of Paul’s imprisonments. What 

was different about this one? What does this suggest about Silas? What was the result of the time Paul and 

Silas spent in chains? 

Read Acts 17:1-15. Besides Paul, who was Silas traveling with? Knowing what you do about Timothy, what 

might this pair have done as they traveled together? 

Read Acts 18:1-5. While Paul was tent-making with our friends, Priscilla and Aquila, he was unable to devote 

himself to what important task? How do you think Silas and Timothy relieved him to do this? What does this 

say about Silas’ ministry with Paul? How does it speak to the roles we might take up to support others in 

ministry? Did Silas need any less of the Spirit to fulfill his aspect of ministry? Why or why not? 

 

Day 4: Onesimus ~ The Useful Bond-servant 

Read Colossians 4:7-9. Keeping in mind that Paul wrote this letter during his first Roman imprisonment now 

read the book of Philemon. Who is Onesimus? Why did Paul write to Philemon on Onesimus’ behalf? How 

is Onesimus’ story a perfect illustration of what it means to be a bond-servant? We know that Paul took on 

the name of bond-servant as a badge of his faith. What did he mean to communicate to Philemon by 

referring to Onesimus in this way? Knowing what we do about bond-servitude, how might the Spirit use 

Onesimus to minister to the household of Philemon? 
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Day 5: Spend your time today going over all that you have learned from the book of Acts. Look over your 

homework, any notes you took, any journal entries you made. Pay close attention to the parts of the lessons 

that impacted you in some way. How is the Holy Spirit using what you have learned? What have you 

discovered about yourself and the work of the Spirit in your life since we started this journey some nine 

weeks ago? Is there anything that the Lord has asked you to do in response to what you are learning? Use the 

rest of your time today to pour your heart out to God. Praise Him for His goodness to us these past weeks. 

Share with Him the joys and concerns you have over what you have learned. If you have one more burst of 

inspiration in you, journal what it has meant to be on this journey with this particular group of women this 

fall. 

 

I am SO proud of you for finishing strong! What a delightful class this has been…your insights and 

commitment to our study made leading this class one of the most fulfilling ministries I have ever been 

involved with. I am humbled and beyond grateful to have been here with you! Remember we are staying 

together as a group as we move on in our studies. Our friendships will continue to grow as we move on to 

new topics…I hope you will stay on for whatever else God has in store! 
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