
Snapshots in Acts: The Power of the Spirit in the Life of a Believer 

Homework Week 7: Cornelius ~ The Gentile 

Eight years after the Holy Spirit came to the apostles and the Jews at Pentecost He returns to Peter and sends 

him on a mission to the Gentiles…to the home of a man named Cornelius. This encounter has a profound 

impact on the church, both physically and spiritually. I think this illustrates Romans 11:33 “Oh the depth of 

His riches…how unfathomable His ways.” Let‟s see just what happened and why it is still important to us 

today. 

Day 1: Read Acts 10:1 & 2, 22. Make a list of everything you learn about Cornelius. 

 What nationality was Cornelius? Although Cornelius was not Jewish, neither was he a believer in 

Christ, it says he was a devout man. The word in the Greek: eusebes means reverent or pious. 

According to Acts 10:2 what behavior did Cornelius engage in that demonstrated his piety. 

 Read Romans 2:14-15, 26. What do these verses say about the „piety‟ of unbelievers? Keep in mind 

these verses weren‟t written until after the events we are researching. However, they give us insight 

into God‟s plan for unbelievers. 

 What was your life like before you trusted Christ as your savior? Were you pious or reverent? What 

kinds of behaviors did you display that might have been construed as belief? 

Day 2: Read Acts 10:3-8. Cornelius had a vision of an angel of God. What did the angel say prompted his 

visit? What does this say about our relationship to God before we recognize His work in our life? Or do you 

think Cornelius did recognize God, only had not responded to the Lord‟s kindness? 

 What instructions did the angel give to Cornelius? What did Cornelius do about it? Was there 

anything of note about who Cornelius sent to do the angel‟s bidding? 

 What might this suggest about Cornelius or the people he associated with? 

Day 3: As the men set out from Cornelius‟ home, the apostle Peter was being prepared to receive them. Why 

might Peter be reluctant to receive Cornelius‟ men? 

 Read Acts 10:9-16. What was the vision Peter had? Why do you think God would give Peter this kind 

of permission? What was Peter‟s response? If you were Peter how do you think you would feel about 

suddenly being given permission to eat food that had once been considered unclean? Would it be an 

adventure to you or would you be hesitant as Peter was? What do you think some equivalent 

experiences might be for Christians who are called to engage our culture today? 

 Did Peter understand immediately what God was trying to tell him? Read Acts 10:17-22. What 

happened before Peter was able to discern the meaning of the vision? Although he didn‟t know the 

exact interpretation of his vision, what did the Holy Spirit say that may have encouraged Peter to be 

obedient? 

 In Acts 10:23-33, we begin to see why God showed Peter the vision. What can you discern from this 

passage about what Peter was to do while he was with the Gentiles? 

 What did Cornelius say they were ready to do when Peter came? 
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Day 4: Here we see another of Peter‟s eloquent speeches. Read from Acts 10:34-43. What are the main points 

of Peter‟s message? How does his experience thus far compare with what he is preaching? 

 Notice Peter uses the word „witnesses‟ 3 times. Of what or whom did he say the prophets bore 

witness? Who is included in the phrase „everyone who believes?‟ 

 Look up the following verses. What additional insights do you gain about what Peter is saying? 

o John 3:16 

o John 11:25 & 26 

o Romans 1:16 

o Romans 10:10 

 Now read Acts 10:44-48. What happened to the Gentiles at this time? How do these events shed 

light on the vision Peter had seen? What is the significance of this principle? 

Day 5: Read Acts 11:1-3. What challenge did Peter face when he returned to Jerusalem? How did he answer 

these claims in Acts 11:4-17? 

 Was there any movement on the part of the believing Jews? (Acts 11:18)  

 Read Romans 3:28-29. What issue does Paul seem to be addressing? Much of the book of Romans is 

dedicated to proving the point that in God‟s eyes the Gentiles are accepted just as the believing Jews. 

Do we still face this kind of „discrimination‟ today? If so, how? 

 How does Ephesians 2:11-22 speak to the issue that Paul had addressed in Romans, and Peter had 

addressed in Jerusalem? 

 Galatians 2:11-15 shows how Paul and Peter eventually parted on this issue. What do we learn about 

Peter here? 

 Was God‟s inclusion of the Gentiles in the gospel an afterthought because the Jews initially (and 

some continually) rejected Jesus? Read Genesis 12:1-3 and Galatians 3:8-14. Record your insights. 

 What does the story of Cornelius tell us about the work of the Holy Spirit in a person‟s life before 

they come to faith in Jesus? How does the story of Cornelius speak to you in particular? 

 Spend some time today in prayer and journal your thoughts on the „Gentiles‟ in your own life. Think 

back to Day 3, and consider the question about engaging the culture…is God speaking to you about 

a way you might need to be able to „eat meat‟ with them?  

 

It‟s hard to believe we have only three weeks left in our series…it seems like we just started! It has been an 

incredible journey with you ladies. I so admire your dedication and tenacity! I know that in a few days time 

when we are celebrating God‟s goodness and blessing I will be thanking Him, as I often do, that we have had 

this time together. Be blessed in your celebration too! 
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